["Vestigial cells" of the transitional area of the uterine-cervix. Comparative morphological study with the subcylindrical-reserve-cells (author's transl)].
The squamo-cylindrical junction represents a transitional area of unstable epithelium. It consists of slightly differentiated cells which disclosed resemblance in morphological pattern with germinal cells of the basal layer in the exocervical squamous epithelium. These unstable cells, according to the authors, may be derived from the cranial, most cephalic extend of the sinusal vaginal plate which had formed the epithelium of the entire vagina and the vaginal portion of the cervix up to the squamo-columnar junction. Ultrastructural analysis disclosed no similarities between cells of the squamo-columnar junction and subcylindrical reserve cells which exhibited sometimes resemblance to the "mesenchymal cells" found within the surrounding stroma.